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L'enfance coupable. Par Henri Joly. Paris : Victor Lecoffre, 
1904. Pp. 222. 

The president of the Social Economy Association and of the 
General Society of Prisons in France has had unusual opportunities for 
studying the life of wayward youth. In this volume he gives many 
illustrations of the ways by which children and youth are lured down- 
ward to vice, crime, and suicide. Heredity counts for little with M. 
Joly. The strife of church with statesmen is visible in these pages, and 
the author pleads for ecclesiastical institutions against the "monoply 
of the state," on the ground that the religious teachers secure better 
results in their reform schools than are found in the establishments 
managed by officials. 

Numerous stories of individual cases serve to set before us the inner 
significance of statistical tables. The most general summary of causes 
of depravity is the following : 

Absence of education ; frivolity ; false sentimentality mingled with vicious 
sensuality ; affections embittered by jealousy or by an irritated feeling in an 
irregular situation ; impossibility of respecting the parents as they should be 
respected ; confusion and strife in an unbalanced domestic environment, or a 
still more undesirable habituation to evil example ; premature and excessive 
freedom ; abandonment or lack of supervision, opening a way for all the 
suggestions and risks of feeble natures, at once ignorant of good and too acute 
in respect to all the rowdyism which takes the place of labor and orderly 
ways; memories of conversations, reading, and images both silly and deprav- 
ing; and, crowning all, the beginnings of inebriety — these are the facts most 
prominent in the causation of both crime and suicide among youth. 

_________ C. R. H. 

Morale sociale: Lecons professies au College litre des Sciences societies. 
Par MM. G. Belot, Marcel Bernes, Brunschvigg, F. 
Buisson, Dauriac, Delbit, Ch. Gide, M. Kovalevsky, 
Malapert, R. P. Maumus, de Roberty, G. Sorel, Le Pas- 
teur Wagner. Preface d'EMiLE Bontroux. Paris: Felix 
Alcan, 1899. Pp. 319. 
The preface of this volume indicates the point of view of the lec- 
turers : modern writers differ on many points, but agree in saying that 
the human soul has worth and dignity; that toleration and free- 
dom give value to discussion ; that duty and virtue must ever be 
exalted to supreme place ; that rights must be interpreted democratic- 
ally and not aristocratically. These are commonplaces, and morality 
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must descend to concrete particulars and employ all aids of science to 
make clear the path of right conduct. It is not enough to declare that 
we ought to do what is right ; we must show what is good ; we must 
discover means as well as ends. Morality cannot isolate itself from the 
world of facts, and duty is relative to all the conditions of time and 
place. The topics treated are: the morality of positivism; art and 
science ; classification of moral ideas in our age ; moral unity ; ethical 
orientation; justice and law; charity and selection; ethics of social- 
ism ; the morals of Tolstoi ; justice and charity ; pleasures ; duties of 
youth ; morality and politics ; individual and social morality ; the ethics 
of the Greeks and the contemporary moral crisis. 

The treatment is dignified and suggestive, but the articles are too 
brief to have great value in determining the method of social conduct 
in particular spheres of life. C. R. H. 



Hambourg et I'Allemagne contemporaine. Par Paul de Rousiers. 
Paris: Armand Colin, 1902. Pp. 324. 

This is one of those broad sketches of national life and character of 
which the author has given us a large number. In this treatise M. de 
Rousiers treats of Hamburg as the type of economic force in Germany, 
as the chief point of contact between the great plain and the wide 
world. He discusses the sugar industry, its cultivation, organization, 
and refineries ; the coal mines and chemical industries ; the manufac- 
tures of metal goods ; railroads and electricity ; textile industries ; the 
shipping of Hamburg; the workmen of Hamburg and their unions. 
The author thinks that material development has reached a higher stage 
in Germany than the social, that the government is oppressive, religion 
feeble. He thinks the German does better for himself in America 
than at home, that he is more prosperous and more self-respecting. 
Aside from these rather broad generalizations, many interesting descrip- 
tions of industry are given, all in a clear and interesting journalistic 
style. C. R. H. 

L'Exode rural et le Retour aux Champs. Par F,mile Vandervelde. 
Paris: Felix Alcan, 1903. Pp. 304. 
Professor Vandervelde offers a general view of the well-known 
movement from country to city in various nations of Europe and 
America, and describes the different forms of migration, tracing them 
chiefly to changed economic conditions. In the latter part of the 



